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Dear Parents/Carers 

What a great week we’ve had—with Year 6 performing at the Connecting Cultures 

on Tuesday night, the Year 3 trip to Pensthorpe on Tuesday, the inter-school    

football tournament on Friday and World Book Day on Thursday!  

Thank you to all the staff for organising these events—they were all so successful and 

all the children representing our school were such a credit to you and to the school.  

I was so pleased to see so many children and staff dressed up on Thursday and the 

children seemed to really enjoy the book activities which included a staff ‘Masked 

Reader’ in the Hall.  Thank you to all the parents who got such 

wonderful costumes together.  

This week we will be discussing International Women’s Day in 

assembly.  

Maria Cornish and the Lionwood Team 

Saturday 5th  March 2022 

 Parents Evenings 

We will be holding parents evenings on  

Wednesday 16th and Thursday 17th March 2022 

The meetings will be face-to-face and you will be sent a Microsoft form this 

weekend so that you can send in your preferences for times.  The more availability you can 

give us the easier it is to fit everyone in. 

We need everyone to fill in the form by Wednesday 9th March so that we can organise and send 

out the times on Thursday 10th March.   

If you have any queries—please contact the class teacher on Class Dojo. 

We ask that all parents/carers who are attending wear face coverings in the building and to    

arrive just before their time slot and leave straight after (to keep congestion to a minimum). 

Year 3 and 4 parents will enter through the external doors of their classes. 

Year 5 and 6 will come to the external doors leading to the stairs at the back. 



                                                                     Curriculum News 

Year 3: This week Year 3 have been writing their final drafts of their ‘colour’ poems and 

they sounded great! In Maths, they have been learning the column method to subtract. In His-

tory, the children were learning about how the Roman Empire grew, by looking at maps of their 

takeover. On World Book Day, it was lovely to see so many children dressed up and enthusi-

astic about books. Year 3 wrote book recommendations, made books and bookmarks, did a 

scavenger hunt and also took part in the ‘Masked Reader’ assembly.  At Pensthorpe the chil-

dren learned about pollination and fertilisation, walked around the park exploring different 

types of trees, spotting wildlife and of course, went wild in the play areas - even the teachers! 

The staff were so proud of the enthusiasm the children showed, their exemplary behaviour and 

the knowledge they shared with the staff at Pensthorpe. Year 3 did us very proud! 

 

Year 4:This week in English, Year 4 have been continuing their story writing based 

on their current book ‘The Bike Boy’. They have focused on including exclamations.  In 

Maths, they have been looking out how fractions and decimals are linked.  In History they 

have been looking at how Victorians treated the poor and why the Workhouse was so 

important.  Some of the diary writing was exceptional.  In Science they looked at how to 

categorise living creatures and using keys to help to do this.  In Spanish they have looked 

at the months of the year. In DT they looked at recipes, and how to follow and write one.  

 

Year 5: . This week in Year 5 we made connections between fractions, decimals and      

percentages and learned how to calculate percentages of amounts.  They continued to write 

our own narrative based on ‘The Present’ in English, focusing on how to create a good story 

sequence. In Science, they started looking at our Solar System and the movement of the 

planets and moons and got their tape measures out in Art: studying the proportions the   

human body based on Da Vinci ‘Vitruvian Man’. In PSHE, they looked at how choices,    

destiny and free will affects our lives.   

Year 6: This week, Year 6 have been working on their speeches from the perspective of the stranger on the 
island (from the book “The Island”). They have also had the opportunity to practise their 
independent narrative writing.  In Maths they have continued with angles and properties of 
shape.  They have also been fine tuning their shading skills in art and have created some 
incredibly beautiful detailed drawings of the eye. In PHSE they have been discussing choic-

es and what it means to take responsibility .  25 members of Year 6 met in 2 groups with 
Miss Herron and a teacher from another school to discuss what ‘Equality’ means at 
Lionwood as part of our school evaluation cycle.  This was watched by Mrs Sawyer 
and Miss Thorpe who were    incredibly impressed by their maturity, articulacy and 
respect for the views of each other. The children who performed with King G and those that played foot-
ball this week were absolutely  fantastic! 

                This term we are holding an  

                         Easter Egg Raffle  

 It will raise money to help subsidise the school trips. We are asking for           

donations of Easter Eggs from staff and parents.   

Donations of Eggs can be taken to the classes or the front office 

Sport at Lionwood 

This week Mr Reeve organised  2 sporting events. On Tuesday, we took a mixture of year groups 

offsite for a Fun Fitness    session at Heartsease Primary where there took part in activities like 

Boogie Bounce and Boxing.  

On Friday, we took the Year 6 football team to ‘The Nest’to take part in the Premier League Pri-

mary Stars Tournament.  This was an all day event with some excellent teams.  Mr Reeve and Mrs Larter were so 

proud of our team’s performance and their exemplary sportsmanship. 

Next week we have a Fun Run at Sewell Park, Cross Country at Old Catton Junior School and a scooter workshop at 

school for Years 3 and  4. 



The Ukrainian Crisis 

We know that many families will be worried about the current situation in the 

Ukraine. Our thoughts are with the families suffering in Ukraine and the awful        

situation they are going through. We know that people in neighbouring countries are 

also extremely anxious. Thank you all so much for your brilliant ideas and messages 

of support. We will be looking at how we can help going forward.  For the moment 

we would like to put on a Bake Sale to raise funds (more details below). 

We have decided at this point not to talk to the children too much about the details of what is happening 

due to the wide range of understanding and emotional development of the children but Childline have an 

advice page if you would like support on how to talk to your child about the situation.   https://

www.childline.org.uk/get-involved/articles/worrying-about-russia-ukraine/ 

Just as with the Syrian civil war, in response to the war in Ukrain we believe is important for us all to be 

very mindful of children who are refugees and just fled violence and war. Everyone is entitled to be safe 

and feel welcome at our school.  We have been impressed at how our children have shown empathy and 

care for people who have endured such terrible situations.  We know our families and the community will 

show the same sympathy and kindness to everyone in our school community at what will be a worrying 

and difficult time for some of our families who have family in the Ukraine and surrounding countries. 

                                   Bake Sale for Ukraine 

On Thursday 10th March we will be running a whole school bake sale in the Hall (or     

outside at the back if the weather is good). 

All contributions should go to the class or front office on Thursday morning. 

Due to the restrictions being lifted we will be able to take cash, but ask that all    

parents who come inside the building wear face coverings if able. 

IS YOUR CHILD STARTING SCHOOL 

THIS YEAR? 

For support and information  to help        

prepare your child for starting school   

please visit: 

https://www.justonenorfolk.nhs.uk/

childhood-development-additional-

needs/supporting-development/

starting-school 

ST MATTHEWS CHURCH, NORWICH 

  BABY and TODDLER 

GROUP 

Thursdays 

9.00am to 10.30am   

1.00pm to 2.30pm  

WOMENS INTERNATIONAL GROUP 

Friday mornings 9am to 12pm 

Women-only group with children (pre-
school).  Meet others, fun time for children, 
help with English language and help with 

links to statutory authorities 

FRIDAY 18TH MARCH 

 We will be having a non-uniform day on                     

Friday18th March for Red Nose Day.   

Cash donations welcome - there will be collection 

pots in your child’s class on the day. 

https://www.childline.org.uk/get-involved/articles/worrying-about-russia-ukraine/
https://www.childline.org.uk/get-involved/articles/worrying-about-russia-ukraine/


ABSENCE and LATENESS 

We understand that over the last couple of years, children’s education has been blighted by the 

lockdowns, self –isolations, illness and effects of the pandemic.  We are working hard to help 

tackle the gaps in children learning, through phonics sessions, Catch-up English and Maths,   

enrichment and improved curriculum opportunities, booster groups for Year 6 and an academic 

mentor in Year 5 and 6.  We are grateful to parents for their support and are pleased with how 

hard the children are working.  However, we must tackle the issue of attendance and get it back 

to pre-pandemic levels, so that the children can benefit from the teaching they are receiving. 

Our current overall attendance is 92%. It needs to be at least 96%. 

Lateness is causing disruption to learning and staff in the mornings, and children that are           

persistently late are missing valuable learning time.  

The DFE research  (2016)  demonstrates so clearly that children who miss education, do not 

achieve as well as the end of KS2 and KS4: 

 “73% of pupils who have over 95% attendance achieve 5 or more GCSEs at grades A*-C” 

“Of pupils with absence over 50%, only 3% manage to achieve 5 or more GCSEs at grades A*-

C including Maths and English” 

If you are having difficulties with your child’s attendance—please contact the school as soon as 

you can so that we can try and find ways to support you. 

Persistent absence and lateness will be closely monitored over the next few weeks and 

we will be contacting individual parents/carers where we have concerns about their 

child’s attendance.   

CONNECTING CULTURES 

Following our choirs success at the Norfolk Music Festival a few 

years ago, Lionwood was selected to take part in the Connecting 

Cultures project funded by the Arts Council last year.  It was a 

great opportunity for our Year 6’s to perform at a concert of 

South American music at St Andrew’s Hall and find out about the 

differences and similarities in culture between South American 

Countries and the UK. 

It went so well that they decided to launch the project properly 

with a few schools and asked Lionwood Junior to take part 

again.  They learned about the differences in Indian and UK   

culture and performed on Tuesday 

We were delighted to accept and this year our Year 6’s were 

worked with King G Dhol Blasters. 

An extract from the concert publicity: “King Gurcharan Mall’s originality, dedication and talent have made him a 
formidable force in the Asian music industry. He has created his own distinct identity and taken his place 

among the best Punjabi musical talents in the world. King G Mall, as he is now widely known, is one of the 
most prolific and pioneering musical personalities in the world of Indian Bhangra music and Dhol drumming. 
King G will be bringing a vibrant and colourful line-up of musicians he affectionately calls the Dhol Blasters. 

Presented by Music Worldwide, the concert has been made possible with support from Arts Council England 
and is part of a wider educational outreach project in which King G Mall has undertaking with local children 

from Lionwood Junior School.”  Here is a version of one of the songs they sang: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=jv4tW_GyHlA 

Some of the parents and staff attended the concert and the children were stunning!!!! 
A HUGE thank you to Mr Harpham who organised the whole event with the Music Hub.  


