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Dear Parents/Carers 

How wonderful to have such a sunny week and see the    

children enjoying playing on the field so much! 

This week Year 6 have been doing so well in their assessments 

to help the teachers address any gaps in their learning ready 

for next term and continuing to prepare for the school      

performance at the end of the year, Year 5’s going skiing,  

Year 4 enjoying Design Technology Days and Year 3 designing and making sand-

wiches—they have been practising chopping and slicing skills so they should be able to 

help out at home with the cooking!  There’s a drive in school from staff to make sure 

that we make the curriculum and enrichment experiences  

We have received some interest in starting a Friends of School group and a date for 

a meeting early next term will be sent out next week.  We will meet initially with 

parents from LIANS and LJS together to discuss arrangements for how we move 

forward.  Thank you for your support. 

Thank you to those parents/carers who filled out a Parent Questionnaire for us (see 

below for results).  We have started to address a couple of issues that came up: 

Homework and Clubs (see below for details).  Your ideas for improvements are       

always much appreciated.  

We have an exciting Summer Term planned, with trips, Sports Day, Activities Week, 

Leavers Event, Transition, sporting events, clubs, Careers 

event for Year 6, Curriculum Days, Day of Welcome,    

Summer Fair, the School Production and more.  

We start the Summer Term on 20th April.  

Maria Cornish and the Lionwood Team   

Saturday 26th March 2022 



Curriculum News 

Year 3: This week year 3 have been working hard to identify fractions    
including 1/2, 1/4 and 1/4. This has been very challenging but the children 
have persevered! In English, they have continued to write their alternative 
story to 'The Three Little Pigs'. In D&T, the children have been using their 
food preparation techniques previously learned to make sandwiches, taste 
them and evaluate them. This week in science the children have been     
investigating how water is transported in plants and in P.E they have been 
creating dances to reflect the seasons.  

Year 4: The week started with an action-packed Design and Technology day focusing on soup. They 
looked at tasting, comparing, evaluating,   designing and making . 
In PE this week they looked at developing a balance-based Yoga 
flow and defensive play in Hockey.  In English they started their hol-
iday brochure —Encouraging people to come and visit Sicily.  In 
Maths they started to look at how to measure the perimeter of rec-
tangular shapes. In  History they took their knowledge of the lives 
of poor and wealthy Victorians and compared and contrasted their 
life experiences. As Scientists they studied how environmental is-
sues affect living organisms and their habitats.  

Year 5: This week, they’ve been continuing with their non-chronological report writing about Emperor 
Penguins. They've been focusing on adding extra information using brackets, dashes and commas as well 
as how to use interesting words and phrases to make facts more exciting for the 
reader. In Maths, they've been solving problems that involve units of measure-
ment and also having an end of term assessment to check their arithmetic skills. 
They've had a fantastic time at their skiing trip at Trowse Ski Centre. The staff were 
really impressed with how many of the children tried something new and took on 
a new challenge. The children all behaved exceptionally and can be very proud of 
themselves!  

Year 6: This week Year 6 have been 
working hard and consolidating their 
learning by doing some  SATs papers to identify gaps and 
misconceptions. They have - as always - done themselves 
proud! We have continued to write our non-chronological 
report about volcanoes and had some fun in science using 
crackers and custard to help explain plate tectonics. In PE 
they have begun to put all their hockey skills together to play 

small games and in art they have been using their chosen picture inspiration to create patterns ready for 
their final Magritte-inspired eye piece.  

Friends of Lionwood 

Thank you to those parents who completed the form expressing interest in forming a Friends of          

Lionwood group to support the school with enrichment activities and fundraising. 

We will be arranging a meeting for early next term and all those parents/

carers who responded will receive an invitation next week. 

 



 ROCKSTEADY CONCERT 

Lionwood Junior School will be putting on an concert for all        

children taking part in Rocksteady. There will be two separate    

concerts; one for lower school and one for upper school children.  

The concert will be held in the hall, and parents are invited to 

watch their children perform at their year group assembly.  

The assembly for Y3 + Y4 will be at 9:30am for approx. 30 - 40 minutes  

The assembly for Y5 + Y6 will be at 10:30am for approx. 30 - 40 minutes  

NB These concerts will be for parents of Rocksteady children only  

                                   LAST CHANCE TO BUY YOUR RAFFLE TICKETS FOR THE: 

                        Easter Egg Raffle  

It will raise money to help subsidise the school trips.  

Donations of Eggs can be taken to the classes or the school    of-

fice. 

If money is brought in a named envelope—Mrs Newton will send 

Raffle Tickets home—£1 a strip  

The raffle will be drawn with all the children outside on Thursday 31st March 2022 

CALLING ALL PARENTS! 
As part of our RE programme as well as our commitment to understanding and 

respect of diversity and inclusion we are working to try to include an awareness 

of the variety of beliefs in our school community and wider world.  

Sometimes the materials that are on offer are a bit disconnected from the     

everyday lives of our children, friends, family and colleagues, so we are asking 

for parents/carers/friends to help us out. 

Multi-Faith Videos 

Do you practice a faith, have a family member or a friend who does?  Would 

you be willing to record a short video explaining the facts of how you practise 

your faith (festivals, your place of worship, things you do in your daily life that 

reflect your faith)?  Or could you do a question and answer session with the 

children and staff (guidance will be provided)  We would love to hear from you!   

We hope that by doing this we will have resources that the children and staff can gain better insight to the 

diversity of beliefs in their community. Contact Maria Cornish: officeljs@istnorfolk.co.uk 

Year 6 Careers Event 

As part of our transition arrangements we are keen to hold a Careers Event for Year 6 

this year.  We want them to gain an understanding of the different types of work out 

there and we hoped that parents/carers/friends could help us out with this. 

If you enjoy the work you do (paid or voluntary) we would like to hear from you—can 

you help us with a visit or a video where you can tell the children about the work you 

do, why you like it, any qualifications/training you needed.   We hope that we can keep 

a bank of resources for future years so that our children have an idea of what they can 

do in the future. 

Contact Maria Cornish: officeljs@istnorfolk.co.uk 



Latest copy of ‘Raring 2 Go’ 
This spring digital magazine is full of great ideas to enjoy          every-
thing that Spring offers… crafting, gardening and enjoying park life 

that’s just on the doorstep. We’ve got a great feature on ‘10 ways to 
love the Earth’ (pg 26) to encourage parents and kids to get out and 

about and learn more about the environment in a fun way along with 
lots more things to do…  

                      https://magazines.raring2go.co.uk/norwich/spring/  

                          Term Dates and School Holidays 2022-23 
Autumn term 

Tuesday 6 September - Friday 21 October 2022 

Half-term holiday: Monday 24 - Friday 28 October 2022 

Monday 31 October - Friday 16 December 2022 

Christmas holiday: Monday 19 December - Tuesday 3 January 2023 

Spring term 

Wednesday 4 January - Friday 10 February 2023 

Half-term holiday: Monday 13 - Friday 17 February 2023 

Monday 20 February - Friday 31 March 2023 

Easter holiday: Monday 3 - Monday 17 April 2023 

Summer term 

Tuesday 18 April - Friday 26 May 2023 (Monday 1 May is a Bank 

Holiday) 

Half-term holiday: Monday 29 - Friday 2 June 2023 

Monday 5 June - Friday 21 July 2023 

Clubs for the Summer Term  
We know that COVID has meant that we have not been able to offer our normal range of clubs 

this year.  We will be running clubs in the Summer term 2022. 

Details of all the clubs will be sent home on Monday 28th March and forms need to be   

returned to the school office by Thursday 31st at 9.00am — places will be offered on a ‘first 

come. first served’ basis and waiting lists will be made for any children who are not successful in 

case someone drops out or the club runs again. 

Please remember that the school reminders are in place in after-

school clubs and any disruptive behaviour may lead to a place   

being withdrawn. 

https://magazines.raring2go.co.uk/norwich/spring/


 

 

Several parents mentioned homework in the Parent Questionnaire.  Most were happy with the amount of 

homework but there were some concerns from some parents, particularly in Year 6. 

In response we have talked again as a staff about our homework policy.  Here is our rationale: 

Reading  We know that reading at home is by far the best thing children can do to support their work at 

school and ensure future success.  The expectation is that children read as often as possible at home,  

supported by parents who canlisten/discuss, correct and check for understanding.  This can also be       

encouraged by parents reading themselves and talking with their children about what they like to read. 

A 10-30min read with an adult every day (depending on interest and age) is going to make set them up 

for the rest of their education.  And remember reading can be comics, blogs, recipes and instructions as 

well. 

Maths times tables  Every day we see the difference children able to quickly recall Number facts makes 

to their attainment in Maths.  If they do not know their tables then they get confused and lost, as they are 

taking time to work out number facts when tackling a more complex maths problem.  So a few minutes 

every day recalling a times table or testing themselves on TT Rockstars or having parents testing them, 

will really help them to achieve in Maths. 

Spellings may be sent home if there is a need to do these in addition to class teaching.  Copies of spelling 

lists will be put on the class pages of Class Dojo for parents and children. 

We hugely value the time children spend at home with family and friends and know how important it is 

for them to relax, play, enjoy out of school activities, or visit places.  We do not provide extra homework 

beyond what is above, as at Primary age we feel they need to have plenty of time to do these things.   

In addition all the research shows that homework does not improve attainment for children.   Many    

families find homework stressful as they struggle to fit it in.  This can lead to arguments and upset at 

home. 

As they progress to high school they are able to do homework more independently, but at this age many 

need a lot of support to do a meaningful activity and this is difficult for many families. 

However, we know that some parents and children want to do extra work at home, so we provide the   

option for any parent to request home learning tasks from the teacher.  Parents can contact the Class 

Teacher via Class Dojo and it will be provided.   

As far as Year 6 goes, we feel that is for the high schools to introduce homework gradually so that the 

children get used to managing it, rather than bringing it in early at Primary.  We are talking about this 

with the High Schools at Transition. 

Thank you for your suggestions 

We always aim to respond to every request, concern or suggestion as quickly as       

possible. Recently parents have let us know about wanting a Friends group, homework, 

including other faiths in RE, fundraising ideas, as well as the daily discussions around 

mental health, trauma, progress, supporting behaviour and curriculum. 

Many thanks for supporting the school with such constructive ideas—we will always try 

and accommodate these ideas if we can, or, if we cant, explain why. 



Our Parents Questionnaire results: 

We had 35 responses 

 

 

 

 Strongly agree/agree Disagree/Strongly disagree 

My child likes school 34 1 

My child feels safe at this school 35  

The school understands my child’s needs and responds to them 34 1 

Theer us a good standard of behaviour at this school 34 1 

The school deals with bullying effectively 33 2 

My child is well taught at the school 35  

My child experiences a wide ad varied curriculum at school 35  

The school provides a good choice of after school clubs 31 4 

My child is making good progress 35  

My child has receives the appropriate homework for their age 29 6 

The school communicates effectively about my child’s progress 34 1 

The school helps me to support my child’s learning 34  

The school keeps me well informed on events and activities 35  

The school responds well to the concerns I raise 34 1 

The school is welcoming and there are opportunities to get involved 35  

I think the school is well led and managed 35  

 Would recommend this school to other families 35  


