
LIONWOOD  

COVID 19 UPDATE 
Tuesday 22nd February 2022 

Dear Parents/Carers 

From 24th February the Government has announced that is taking away the legal requirement 

to self isolate. Although the legal framework has been taken away, the government advice     

remains that people with COVID still self-isolate. 

Children and staff at schools are required to self-isolate if they have COVID symptoms (and 

take a PCR test) or test positive for COVID 19.  This is to continue to reduce the spread. 

It remains the case that if a child or member of staff tests negative on 2 consecutive days be-

tween day 5 and 10, they may return to school. 

The requirement for children and staff who are close contacts with someone with COVID to test 

for 7 consecutive days has been taken away.   

However, for as long as possible, staff will continue to do this and we advise children who have 

a family member with COVID to do the same. 

Staff will continue to regularly test (as long as tests can be ordered) and wear masks at least for 

the rest of this term. 

If you have any questions about COVID symptoms or illness—please ring 111 or your GP. 

For more information go to: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-response-

living-with-covid-19 

I will, as always, keep you informed as things change. 

Maria Cornish and the Lionwood Team 

These basic measures will continue: 

 Increased ventilation (we now have CO2 monitors as an extra measure) 

 Regular Handwashing/Hand Sanitising 

 Lower School and Upper School bubbles—including lunches, breaktimes, 
assemblies and enrichment activities 

 Masks worn around school and at drop off and pick up times  

 Temperature taken and symptoms checked for all visitors 

 COVID Risk Assessment in place (reviewed in light of changing circum-
stances) 

If there is an outbreak of cases in school we will immediately contact the Outbreak Management Team who will 

advise us. For further info on restrictions go to: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-

response-living-with-covid-19 



New Guidance (from Government website) 
On Monday 21 February, the Prime Minister announced the removal of measures put in place during the 
COVID-19 pandemic as we learn to live with the virus.  

This includes changes for schools and colleges such as no longer recommending regular testing for     
pupils and staff without symptoms and removing the legal requirement for people to isolate following a    
positive test. 

However, this does not mean children and staff should go to school if they have COVID 19! 

What is the new guidance on testing? 

The latest changes to testing rules do not mean the end of testing altogether. Regular testing is still      
advised for SEND Provision. 

All settings may be advised by their local public health team to recommend lateral flow device (LFD) tests 
to manage an outbreak. 

What if staff or students want to continue testing regularly? 

Although this will no longer be recommended, staff in education and childcare settings and students and 

pupils can still access test kits by ordering them online ( https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-

lateral-flow-tests)  or through their local pharmacy if they wish. 

At Lionwood we continue to advise lateral flow testing to minimise the spread of the virus. 

What about Self-Isolation? 

From 24 February, the Government will remove the legal requirement to self-isolate following a positive 
test. In addition, the Government will no longer ask fully vaccinated close contacts and those aged under 
18 to test daily for 7 days and routine contact tracing will end.  

However, we advise staff and children to continue to do this as tests are still currently available.  
Staff, children and young people who are contacts should attend their education settings as usual.  This 
includes staff who have been in close contact within their household, unless they are able to work from 
home. 

Adults and children who test positive will continue to be advised to stay at home and avoid contact with 
other people for at least 5 full days and then continue to follow the guidance until they have received 2 
negative test results on consecutive days or the 10 day isolation period ends. 

The UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) will publish updated guidance on 24 February.  The school will 
keep parents informed of this guidance via Class Dojo and newsletters. 

Should parents send their child to school if they think they have COVID-19? 

If a child has any of the main symptoms or a positive test result, the public health advice remains          
unchanged and is to stay at home and avoid contact with other people. 

Anyone with any of the main COVID-19 symptoms should order a test and is advised to stay at 
home while waiting for the result. 

If they test positive, they are advised to follow public health advice. 

PLEASE INFORM THE SCHOOL STRAIGHT AWAY OF YOUR CHILD OR MEMBER OF THE 

HOUSEHOLD TESTS POSITIVE.  THIS HELPS US TO REVIEW SAFETY PROTOCOLS AND KEEP 

THE LOCAL AUTHORITY AND HEALTH AND SAFETY INFORMED. 

EMAIL: infoljs@istnorfolk.co.uk   PHONE: (01603 433014) 

https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests

