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                    School re-opening to all children from Monday 8th March 2021 

Dear Parents/Carers 

Finally, tomorrow is the day we have been waiting for!  We know 

that there is still a way to go and there are still anxieties around and 

we need to do everything we can to keep the children safe, but we are very pleased to be able to 

welcome your lovely children back to school!  We have re-visited the risk assessment and you have 

been sent the summary.  This will be updated weekly as well as in response to any changes. 

This newsletter is just a few reminders of the things you need to know for tomorrow— there is 

nothing different than you have been told already. 

We know the children will be excited or nervous or both, and we are fully prepared for children who 

may feel wobbly.  Our pastoral and senior leadership team are on hand to support the staff in    

settling the children back in and we urge parents to talk to staff if you are at all concerned. 

Tomorrow the children will be welcomed back, and have a chance to talk about their lockdown    

experience as well as being sensitively re-introduced to the routines.  Over the next couple of weeks 

we will be assessing where the children are and beginning to address any gaps in their learning.  We 

will be mindful that everyone’s lockdown experience has been different and will adapt our approach 

accordingly.  Please encourage your child to talk to their teachers about any worries they have about 

their learning or their wellbeing. 

I am expecting the return to be a very positive experience for the school and the children will enjoy 

seeing their friends properly again.  We will be going through the need to keep distance where they 

can and to wash their hands—everything else we will sort out—such as ventilation and the             

separation of Year Groups. 

I look forward to seeing you all tomorrow! 

Maria Cornish and the Lionwood Team 

Sunday 7th March 2021 

                    Loan of Laptops 

We have sent out a lot of laptops but still have others being set up.  Any child 

who does not have a laptop of their own can request a laptop to borrow to 

use at home.  This will be useful in case of closure of a ‘bubble’ if we have a 

case of COVID 19, or for any catch-up/homework that may be set by teachers.  

Please email officeljs@istnorfolk.co.uk with the name of your child. 

All laptops already on loan DO NOT have to be returned yet 



ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE TIMES 

To try and minimise the distance between ‘bubbles’ arriving and leaving school we will still be 

staggering the start and end times of the day.  If you have a child at the Infant School—please 

go there fIrst and we will keep your Junior child until you arrive. 

We ask that all children are dropped off in the morning at the school gates (there will be staff 

on the gates to greet) rather than parents coming on site — we understand that certain        

children may need the support of adults in the first few days. 

MORNINGS 

Year 3—Front gates open at 8.35am 

Year 4—Back gates open at 8.35 am 

Year 5— Enter back gates at 8.50am (please do not send children early if possible) 

Year 6—Enter front gates at 8.50am (please do not send children early if possible) 

Gates close at 9.05am—any late arrivals need to sign in at front office. 

AFTERNOONS 

Year 3— front gates will be opened for parents (wearing face coverings) to come on site to 

collect between 3.00 – 3.20pm  

Year 4—back gates will be opened for parents (wearing face coverings) to come on site to  

collect between 3.00 – 3.20pm   

Year 5— Children will be released from the back gates at 3.20pm 

Year 6— Children will be released from the playground and out of the front gates at 3.20pm  

Please note that the timings have slightly changed since the Autumn Term, as we need the 

school day to be increased to be more in line with the normal running.   

PLEASE CAN ALL PARENTS WEAR FACE COVERINGS ON SITE AND LEAVE THE SITE AS 

QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE. 

                                                            Closing a ‘bubble’ 

As before, if a child or member of staff tests positive for COVID 19, 
we will have to close the ‘Bubble’.  This is of course the last thing 
we want to do and will do everything we can to keep the children 
and staff safe. 

It is vital that if your child  or someone in the household has symptoms of COVID 19: 

 a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not 
need to measure your temperature) 

 a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more 
coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual)  

 a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot 
smell or taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal 

You inform the school and keep your child at home, get a test and remain at home until you get 
the results. 



      COVID restrictions—STEP 1—We urge families and staff to keep to these restrictions 
8th –29th March 2021 
- Children and students return  to face-to-face education in schools and colleges from 8 March.  
- Childcare and children’s supervised activities can also resume where necessary to enable parents to 
work or engage in similar activities.  
- We are introducing twice-weekly rapid testing for secondary and college pupils - in addition to regular 
testing for all teachers - to reduce the chance of the virus spreading in schools. 
- Higher Education students at English universities on practical courses can also return from 8 March. 
- People will be allowed to leave home for recreation and exercise outdoors with their household or     
support bubble, if they are eligible for one, or with one person from outside their household.  
- Care home residents will also be allowed one regular visitor. 
For all the stages of the COVID Recovery Roadmap—see: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-response-spring-2021/covid-19-response-
spring-2021-summary 

                                                            Parents’ Consultations 
All parents will be invited to have a phone call with the teacher once the      
children have been back in school for a few weeks.  These will take place     
during the fortnight after Easter (12th – 23rd April 2021). Details of how you 
book an appointment will be sent to you. 

                                                            After School Club 

The After School Club will once again be open for pupils from 8th March 2021.  Places can 

be booked if parents fulfil the following criteria: 

“The use of the provision is reasonably necessary to support them to work, seek work,       

undertake  education or training, attend a medical appointment or address a medical need or 

attend a support group.”   Please book as normal through Parentmail. 

Concerns 
If you have a concern about your child in school, please contact the teacher in the first instance. 

The staff at Lionwood are committed to resolving issues with parents as soon as we can, so 
please tell us immediately rather than letting any concerns escalate, and we will investigate the 

issue. 
Please can I remind everyone that although at times parents can become anxious or angry, staff 
will always remain courteous and respectful—we ask that parents do the same so that we can 

resolve the issue in the best interests of your child and the school community. 

A few reminders 

- Please help to keep everyone safe by remaining at distance at the school 
gates and wearing a face covering on site 
- Children should wear school uniform 
- Please send children in PE kit on their PE days only 
- Children need to bring in a named water bottle 
- Children should not bring in extra possessions such as toys— any that are brought in will be 
kept safely by the teacher until the end of the day—this is to prevent infection, loss or damage 
- Lunches are provided in the usual way and will be eaten in class 
- Any work that the children have done can be brought in—this will be quarantined for 72 hours 
and then looked at by the teachers to help with assessments. 
- Attendance rules are the same as normal—please contact the office in the morning explaining 
why they are away.  
- If you are struggling affording essentials, please contact our Parents Support 
Adviser (Glenda Prior) by ringing 01603 433957 
Vouchers will be provided for the Easter holidays for everyone receiving  
Free School Meals  


